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The Impact of WeChat in China
% of Chinese Internet users who used WeChat last month

O

nly five years after its launch, WeChat has turned out to be the most
innovative platform in the messaging app market and a key player in China's
digital landscape. It is now officially being used by the majority of China's Internet
users (64%). Close to 2/3's of adult web users are actively using WeChat, a trend
that remains consistent across all the age groups, including those between 55-64.
WeChat now aims for similar results in other markets, especially in APAC countries
- Hong Kong, Malaysia and India. Along with Japan's LINE, WeChat has proven that
chat apps can go beyond simple messaging services to become multi-faceted
platforms connecting users with contacts, services and brands.

T

he huge demand for WiFi and transmissions of big quantities of data is putting
a strain on technologies. Good news: scientists have discovered a new method
of data transmission, LiFi, that is more than 100 times faster than traditional WiFi
and only requires to turn on a light. LiFi is indeed a category of Visible Light
Communication that can transmit information at 224 gigabits per second, the
equivalent of 18 movies of 1.5 GB each being downloaded every single second.
Inventor Harald Haas has suggested that the smart lights could be powered by
solar cell charging batteries, and that LiFi does not create electromagnetic
interference the way WiFi does.

I

t is no surprise that the financial services corporation American Express, which
owns more than 25% of the USA's credit card market, holds huge amounts of
data. The company therefore brought itself into the world of big data by
upgrading to a Hadoop infrastructure and bringing in machine learning
algorithms. These investments were primarily aimed at detecting fraudulent
transactions, since using big data and machine learning for fraud prevention has
now become commonplace in the industry, allowing companies to monitor any
transaction that is made in near real-time. American Express is now focusing on
using its data to develop apps that can connect a cardholder with products or
services.
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