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I

n regards to children's toys, we spoke a
little about the Star Wars-related ones last
week, but what is new about toys designed
for girls? Guess what. Mattel and ToyTalk
have launched a new trendy Barbie doll, ‘Hello
Barbie’. Its unique feature? Being endowed with
Artificial Intelligence! How does it work?
A
microphone is concealed in her necklace in order to record what the
child says to her and transfer it to the servers at ToyTalk. There, the
recording is analysed, the response selected and sent back for Barbie
to deliver, and all is done in under a second. 8,000 lines of dialogue
are available to her as possible responses, and the doll can even
remember the conversation and answers she provides. Of course, all
the data is stored.

T

hings are not so rosy for Hello Kitty. The
website of Sanrio, Hello Kitty brand's
Tokyo-based owner, has just been hacked,
resulting in the leak of no less than 3.3
million registered users' data. The data
breach includes full names, email addresses,
encrypted passwords and might contain
financial information. Sanriotown.com, run by
Hong Kong-based Sanrio Digital, also hosts games
and community forums related to Hello Kitty, so kid's personal
details such as messages and pictures may have been caught up in
the leaked data.

T

he expert Bernard Marr claims that 2015
could
be
remembered
as
a
boundary-shattering year for the big data
industry. He explains that 2015 has been the
year big data and analytics broke out of the IT
lab and became something everyone wanted
to be part of, taking place across all industry
sectors - healthcare, crime fighting, finance,
insurance,
travel,
transport,
science
and
entertainment. The most staggering figure of the year: the number
of users logging into Facebook in a single day exceeded 1 billion for
the first time in August. Bernard Marr also predicts the challenges
that still lie ahead of us and presumes that 2016 is likely to be as
revolutionary as 2015 for the industry.

INSIGHT:
What People Really Think About Big Data ?
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